The Georgia Mental Health Access and Social Advancement Act

Title
An Act to Improve Mental Health Access for Black Georgians and Address Resulting Social Challenges
Purpose

The purpose of this Act is to recognize and address the systemic mental health care access challenges
faced by Black Georgians, acknowledging the wider societal repercussions of such disparities, and
proactively devising strategies to eliminate them.

Definitions

1. Mental Health Care Access - refers to the ability for individuals to receive appropriate mental
health services and interventions as required.

2. Black Georgians - refers to individuals residing in the state of Georgia who identify as Black or
African American.

3. Community Health Centers - healthcare facilities that provide primary and preventive care
services to communities, particularly underserved populations.

Provisions
1. Expansion of Medicaid

e The state shall expand Medicaid provisions to ensure that more low-income Black
Georgians can access mental health care services.

2. Cultural Competency Training

e All healthcare providers in the state will undergo mandatory cultural competency
training to better serve diverse populations.

e The training will include understanding cultural stigma associated with mental health
within the Black community.

3. Recruitment and Scholarships

e The state will allocate funds for scholarships targeting Black students pursuing careers in
the medical and mental health field.

e Collaborate with medical institutions and colleges to promote the recruitment of Black
healthcare professionals.

4. Enhancement of Healthcare Infrastructure

e Establishment and strengthening of community health centers in predominantly Black
neighborhoods or rural areas lacking accessible mental health care facilities.

e These centers will prioritize the hiring of culturally competent professionals.



5. Public Awareness Campaigns

e Launch state-sponsored campaigns to address and combat the stigma surrounding
mental health within the Black community.

e These campaigns will leverage local influencers, faith-based leaders, and community
advocates to ensure effective messaging.

Scope
This Act aims to address multiple social conditions through enhanced mental health access, including:

e Reduction in recidivism rates by treating underlying mental health issues that may lead to
criminal behavior.

e Addressing homelessness through mental health intervention and prevention.
e Mitigating income disparities by supporting mental health and overall well-being.
e Reduction in substance abuse and addiction rates by providing mental health resources.

e Prevention of domestic violence and family breakdowns through holistic mental health
interventions.

Enforcement

1. The Georgia Department of Public Health will be responsible for the oversight and
implementation of this Act.

2. Regular audits and evaluations of the effectiveness of the programs and initiatives under this Act
will be mandated. Results will be published annually.

3. Healthcare facilities and professionals failing to comply with the cultural competency training
requirement may face sanctions, including fines and temporary suspension.

Amendments to Existing Laws

e Any provisions in existing state legislation that may conflict with or inhibit the effective
implementation of this Act shall be amended or repealed as necessary.

e The specifics of these amendments will be determined by a legislative committee assigned to
this task.

Conclusion

This Act seeks to comprehensively address the mental health care access challenges faced by Black
Georgians, with an understanding of the broader societal implications of such disparities. By actively
improving access to care, the state of Georgia aspires to uplift its citizens and create a more inclusive,
understanding, and equitable community.

Sources



"Unequal Treatment: Confronting Racial and Ethnic Disparities in Health Care" by the Institute
of Medicine (now the National Academy of Medicine).

e Description: Comprehensive review of racial and ethnic disparities in healthcare in the
u.s.

e Relevance: Highlights systemic discrimination and offers broad solutions.

"Mental Health: Culture, Race, and Ethnicity: A Supplement to Mental Health: A Report of the
Surgeon General".

e Description: Delves into disparities in mental health services among racial and ethnic
minorities.

e Relevance: Information on cultural stigma and representation effects in healthcare.

"Racial and Ethnic Disparities in Access to and Use of Paid Family and Medical Leave: Evidence
from Four Nationally Representative Datasets" by Julia M. Goodman, PhD, et al. (Published in
Milbank Quarterly, 2020).

e Description: Explores racial and ethnic disparities in access to paid family and medical
leave.

¢ Relevance: Highlights socio-economic barriers and healthcare access implications.

"Association Between Income Inequality and Mental lliness: A Review" by V. Pickett and K.
Wilkinson (Published in World Psychiatry, 2007).

e Description: Review of evidence linking income inequality to mental illness.
e Relevance: Links income disparities with mental health outcomes.

"The Relationship between Structural Racism and Black-White Disparities in Fatal Police
Shootings at the State Level" by Aldina Mesic, et al. (Published in Journal of the National
Medical Association, 2018).

e Description: Explores structural racism as influencing various health and social
outcomes.

e Relevance: Insights into systemic issues affecting Black Americans.



